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Link Up:
The Orchestra Sings

Melody is one of the universal elements 

of music and defines the music we know 

and love. A great melody can express 

ideas and emotions, help tell a story, and 

bring people together through song.

Through the Link Up repertoire, hands-on 

activities, and a culminating interactive 

performance, students will explore what 

makes a melody great.



Link Up Materials



Key Objectives
Students will:

• Perform by singing and playing the soprano 

recorder or string instruments as soloists, 

small ensembles and with the orchestra.

• Analyze and interpret the essential musical 

structures of melody and what makes it sing.

• Connect with the orchestra and explore 

instruments, families and orchestration.

• Compose and notate new music using the 

concert melodies as models.

• Develop their imaginative capacities and 

make personal connections to the music
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Soundslice

Soundslice is an interactive sheet 

music player with a variety of 

features that allow you to explore 

the music featured in the Link Up 

curriculum even further. 

You can see different instrument 

and singing parts together on the 

same score or toggle individual 

parts on and off.



1. Concert 
Repertoire

2. Repertoire 
Exploration

3. Instrument 
Families

4. Concert 
Experience

5. Additional 
Information

The full curriculum is available in 

this Teacher Guide and online at 

carnegiehall.org/LinkUpSings, 

where it is enhanced by a full set of 

digital resources. The curriculum 

is divided into five sections:

Curriculum 
Format
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Fundamental 
Music Skills
Link Up is designed as a supplementary 

music curriculum and is not intended to 

be a recorder method book. 

Activities and warm-ups that can be used 

for introducing recorder and vocal 

techniques, as well as introductory lessons 

on rhythm and melody, can be accessed in 

the Fundamentals section of the digital 

curriculum.
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Music Skills 
Assessment

A Music Skills Assessment manual and 

audio tracks that address music skills that 

are directly and indirectly associated with 

Link Up concert preparation are available.
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Standards 
Addressed

The Link Up program addresses National 

Core Arts Standards for Music and Common 

Core State Standards, as well as benchmarks 

in the New York City Blueprint for Teaching and 

Learning in Music.
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Icon Key

1. Digital Media 
Icons

2. Singing Icon 3. Basic 
Instrument Icon

4. Recorder Star 
Icon

5. Movement 
Icon
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Pathways for 
Teachers

1. Basic Program Path

(Minimum requirements for 

culminating concert participation)

2. Basic+ Program Path

(If you have more time and/or need 

additional challenges for your 

students)

3. Advanced Program Path

(If you’ve completed everything in 

the Basic and Basic+ program paths)
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Repertoire

Song Composer Sing Play Move Basic Recorder Notes Notes

Come to Play Tom Cabaniss X X Part 2-G,A,B,C,D

New World Symphony Antonin Dvorak X G,A,B,C

Ode to Joy Beethoven X X GA

Firebird Suite Igor Stravinsky Listening Piece

Oye Jim Papoulis X X None Spanish and English

Ram Tori Maya Reena Esmail X X D,E,F#,G,A,B,High D Recorder Star ONly

We Shall Not Be Moved Traditional – arr N. Joachim X



Repertoire 
Exploration

Activity
Come to 

Play
New 

World
Ode to 

Joy
Firebird Oye

Ram Tori 
Maya

We Shall Not be 
Moved

Melodies are Made of Patterns 
(PDF)

X X

Discover Counter Melodies X

Discover Rhythmic Patterns X X X

Explore Melodic Contour X X X X

Cultural Influences on 
Melodies

X X

Unlock Patterns in Musical 
Form

X

Decode Melodies in Ode to 
Joy

X

Melody and Poetry in Ode to 
Joy

X

Explore the Firebird Melody X

Connecting the Music in the 
Firebird Story

X

Follow a Listening Map X

Melodies and Movement X X X

Explore Layers through Unison 
and Harmony

X X X

Sing in Unison and Harmony 
in Oye

X

Explore the Taal in Ram Tori 
Maya

X

Creative Extension X X



Repertoire Exploration: 
Explore Layers through 
Unison and Harmony

Aim: What fundamental elements 

do compose to create great 

melodies?

Summary: Students investigate 

rhythm patterns, melodic contour, and 

form within melodies, and create their 

own melodies using these elements



Repertoire Exploration: 
Story Telling Through 
Music
Summary: Students discover how melodies 

represent different cultural influences and 

tell stories through movement and 

expressive musical elements.

• Strategies for Engaging Students with 

Stravinsky’s “Firebird Suite”

https://vimeo.com/251519542
https://vimeo.com/251519542
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Creative Extension: 
My Freedom Song

“We Shall Not Be Moved" consists of a 

series of verses wherein a single line 

changes in each verse. This allows the 

song to be sung for as long as a group 

wants to sing it. New lyrics can be 

easily added or changed to 

communicate an issue that is most 

urgent at a given time.

• Songwriting Strategies Guide

file:///Users/emmaike/Downloads/LU-Orchestra-Sings-Songwriting-Strategies-Guide.pdf
file:///Users/emmaike/Downloads/LU-Orchestra-Sings-Songwriting-Strategies-Guide.pdf


Online 
Resources



Holland 
Symphony

The Holland Symphony web site:  

https://hollandsymphony.org/link-up-

program/
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Come To Play

• Link Up Theme Song

• 3 parts can be sung or played. Part 2 is the Basic Recorder.

• Practice  each part facing different corners of the room.

• Highlight the music – student sings only their color.

• Not harder or easier, just different!

• Stop to sing the questions, then the answers.

• Students love the studio recording video!



• Why do we all know this piece?

• What makes it an iconic melody?

• Begin by singing on “lu”

• Creative Extension – write your 
own lyrics
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Ram Tori Maya 
Video Resources

Highlights:
• Rhythm and hand movements
• Movement is optional at concert
• Connect with visual arts by 

creating artwork.  
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The Firebird Suite

• Listening Piece based on a fairy tale 
story.

• What is the melody?  Can you hear it 
repeat?  Can you play the melody? 

• Teach the students how to listen and 
that it can be just as rewarding as 
playing or singing.

• What makes the music compelling?  
Tricky? How do you make the repeated 
melody not boring?

• Musicians must listen to each other.  
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• Recorder opportunity
• New video – how can you add notes to 

change the melody?
• Sing and create your own words



We Shall Not Be 
Moved
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• Create your own Freedom Song
• Create student artwork



Oye

Pages 22-24



Oye Choreography
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Other Options For 
Your Students

• Music Mentors in the classroom

• Incorporate the student artwork into the slide 

show

• Student modelers or choir on stage

• Student co host

• Student drumming group

• Do we need a recorder modeler on stage?



Orchestra Families • Musician visits are available 

for the classroom.

• The conductor or soloists can 

be available by zoom.

• What makes each instrument 

unique?  Related?  How is the 

sound produced?
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Discover 
the 
Orchestra!
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Music Educators 
Toolbox

This set of free online resources 

for music teachers includes lesson 

plans and activities, summative 

and formative assessments, 

video examples, and documented 

best practices.



Supporting 
Resources



Facebook Group 
for Link Up 
Teachers

Carnegie Hall's Link Up Facebook 

Group aims to offer a collaborative 

and supportive space for Link Up 

teachers from across the country 

and around the world.

Request to join:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/216

358708470341/

https://www.facebook.com/groups/216358708470341/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/216358708470341/


Save the Concert Date:
Tuesday March 24, 2026

9:30 am & 11:00 am
New West Ottawa 

Performing Arts Center

THE ORCHESTRA 
SINGS!



Q & A



Thank you! 

Jayne Gort

Holland Symphony Link Up 
Coordinator

Phone:  616-886-1344

Email:  linkup@hollandsymphony.org
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